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Abstract

Chong Yag-yong’scosmogonic idea and Matteo Ricci’s

influence shown in his interpretation of the Zhouyi

— A compromise between creationism and evolutionism

Bang In

professor, Kyungpook National University

It is widely acknowledged that Matteo Ricci’s Tianzhushiyi( X
T 15, True Meaning of the Lord of Heaven) had a profound
influence on the formation of Tasan Chdng Yag-yong’s
cosmogony. However, some doubts remain as to whether
Tasan accepted the Biblical creationism which was one of the
most important doctrines in the Tianzhushiyi. Most of the
scholars believed that the term of ‘zaohua(ififk)’ in Tasan’s
Ch’unch’ugojing(##% ) did not imply a meaning of creation.
On the other hand, Ryu Ch'o-ha(#1#%/¥) argued that the ‘zaohua’
implied the meaning of creation. In addition, he insisted
that the Shangdi( :7) had created the taiji(‘X1#, Great Pole).
Tasan’s mention of “the beginning of the creation of Heaven
and Earth(XKMzali% 2 %)) clearly shows the influence of Ricci’s

Tianzhushiyi. Jesuit missionaries tried to avoid using the term of
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‘zaohua(ifi1l)” as much as possible because they recognized that
the term could conflict with the concept of creation. Instead,
they frequently used the term of zhizuo(#IfF: production or
making). With this regard, it seems that the concept of ‘artisan
God’ which is presented as demiurge(demiourgos) in Plato’s
Timaeus had influenced Ricci’s point of view. In Yuk T6ng-mydng
Songmunch’o (B S §)), Tasan suggested that taiji as small as
the size of the watermelon seed grew into the Heaven and Earth.
This can be seen as a kind of evolutionary point of view. At the
same time, Tasan compared the creation of Heaven and Earth
to the work of the earthenware craftsman(#i}4.2%) who made
the pottery out of the clay. This reminds us of Ricci’s analogy
of tianzhu(X ¥:: Lord of Heaven) as a Divine Artisan, namely,
artisan God. This is more like Demiourgos’ making of the world
rather than the creation from nothing. The Demiourgos does not
create the raw material but merely gives order and form to a given
material. Tasan did not think the creation as a single event but as
a whole process of producing heaven and earth from the taiji. This
can be considered as a kind of a progressive creationism. From
Tasan’s point of view, the evolutionary theory and progressive
creationism are not necessarily contradictory. Although Shangdi
did not create the raw material of taiji, he completes the creation

by getting involved in the process of making the Heaven and
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Earth(#if#%) from the taiji(Afi).

Key Words | Chong Yag-yong, Matteo Ricci, Tianzhushiyi( K- #{%%),

zaohua(itifk).
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